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Writers Roundtables
* Please note, all of the editors and agents can speak to all genres, however, they don’t acquire all genres at all times.  
  
8:00am – 8:30am  Registration       EMPIRE STATE BALLROOM FOYER
           Ballroom Level

9:00am – 10:00am   Panel: How to Make Your Query Work for You    BALLROOM III
   John Cusick, Agent, Folio Literary Management/Folio Jr.;    Ballroom Level 
   Brooks Sherman, Agent, The Bent Agency; Carrie Howland,  
   Senior Agent, Empire Literary 

10:15am – 12:15pm    Critique Session I 
  
12:15pm – 1:45pm   Lunch (on your own) 
  
1:45pm – 3:45pm   Critique Session II 
  
4:00pm – 5:00pm   Panel: Once You Get Notes, How to Re-Work Your Work 
   Sarah Dotts Barley, Senior Editor, Flatiron Books/Macmillan;  
   Sara Sargent, Executive Editor, HarperCollins; Krista Vitola, Senior Editor,  
   Simon & Schuster BFYR
   Moderator: Alexandra Penfold, Agent, Upstart Crow Literary 

Faculty:

Sarah Dotts Barley is an Executive Editor developing a literary/commercial YA and YA crossover fiction list at Flatiron Books, Macmillan’s 
newest venture. Flatiron’s first year of YA includes the publications of If Was Your Girl by Meredith Russo, American Girls by Alison Umminger, 
Caraval by Stephanie Garber, Dear Reader by Mary O’Connell, and Aftercare Instructions by Bonnie Pipkin. You can talk books with Sarah on  
Twitter @the_sdb! 

Annie Berger, Editor, Sourcebooks Fire/Jabberwocky. Annie started out as an editorial assistant at Simon & Schuster’s Aladdin imprint and 
was most recently an associate editor at HarperCollins before joining Sourcebooks. Annie works on everything from picture books through 
YA.  She has worked  with authors such as Jen Malone (Wanderlost), Kristen Kittscher (The Tiara on the Terrace), Jo Whittemore (Confidentially 
Yours series), Sally J. Pla (The Someday Birds), MarcyKate Connolly (Monstrous and Ravenous), and Linsey Miller (Mask of Shadows) to name a 
few. On Twitter: @EditorALB

Bethany Buck is the Editorial Director of Sky Pony Press, the children’s imprint at Skyhorse publishing.  Prior to Skyhorse, Buck was a literary 
agent with Sanford J. Greenburger Associates, representing children’s book authors and illustrators.  Buck began her career in the trade division 
at Scholastic, and was also Vice President, Publisher, in the children’s division of Simon & Schuster for many years. 

Lucy Carson joined The Friedrich Agency in early 2008, where she now has her own list of New York Times best-selling authors in addition to 
managing all Film & Television Rights for the agency. During her eight years with The Friedrich Agency, Lucy has worked with such authors as 
Sue Grafton, Ruth Ozeki, Terry McMillan, Jane Smiley, and Elizabeth Strout on the adult side, and children’s authors Judy Blundell, Anna Banks, 
Jessica Khoury, William Ritter, and Josh Sundquist.  Her list is focused on fiction and narrative nonfiction for both adults and teens.
 
Amy Cloud is an editor at Aladdin Books at Simon & Schuster, which she joined in 2013. During the course of her career she has edited every-
thing from picture books to nonfiction, though her heart is in quirky, realistic middle grade novels and funny chapter books. At Aladdin she’s 
been lucky enough to work with number-one New York Times best-selling author Jennifer Weiner, Bruce Coville, John David Anderson, and Ali-
son Cherry, as well as many titles in the Aladdin MAX line of books for boys. Prior to joining Simon & Schuster, Amy was an editor at boutique 
publisher Callaway, where she worked on everything from David Kirk’s Miss Spider series to Madonna’s children’s books.



John M. Cusick is an agent with Folio Jr. / Folio Literary Management, representing picture books, middle grade, and young adult novels. He is 
also the author of GIRL PARTS and Cherry Money Baby (Candlewick Press), as well as a regular speaker at writers’ conferences. His client list of 
bestsellers and award winners includes Hannah Moskowitz (A History of Glitter And Blood, Chronicle Books), Christian Heidicker (Cure For The 
Common Universe, Simon & Schuster), and Courtney Alameda (Shutter, Feiwel & Friends). He is currently seeking middle grade and young adult 
fiction, with a special interest in #ownvoices projects. Learn more at www.JohnMCusick.com and on twitter, @johnmcusick.

Sylvie Frank is the editor of award-winning and critically acclaimed books including Breathe by Scott Magoon; Strictly No Elephants by  
Lisa Mantchev, illustrated by Taeeun Yoo; Miss Mary Reporting: The True Story of Sportswriter Mary Garber by Sue Macy, illustrated by C. F. Payne; 
Footer Davis Probably Is Crazy by Susan Vaught; and Storm by Donna Jo Napoli. Since joining Paula Wiseman Books in January 2013, Sylvie has 
been on the prowl for literary, character-driven middle grade and kid-focused, snappy picture books. She is drawn to original voices across all 
genres. One of her favorite pastimes is browsing agents’ and illustrators’ websites for new talent. When she’s not reading, Sylvie can be found 
running while listening to audiobooks.

Elena Giovinazzo, Senior Agent, always thought she’d be an English teacher. That is, until the day she realized that books came from some-
place and that there were jobs in those places. After attending the Publishing Institute at the University of Denver she worked her way through 
positions in subsidiary rights and marketing, until she landed at Pippin in June of 2009 and never looked back. She has been mining the queries 
for gold and jewels ever since. She represents New York Times bestsellers and award winners such as Jason Reynolds, Katherine Applegate, 
Cassie Beasley, and Beth Ferry as well as a wide array of authors and illustrators who keep her inspired and in awe of their beautiful work.  

Carrie Howland joined Empire Literary in 2016 after eleven years as an agent at Donadio & Olson, Inc. She represents young adult and middle 
grade authors, as well as the occasional picture book. Carrie’s background is in poetry, so beautiful language is one of the first things she looks 
for in any project. Also important are a strong voice and great story, which she’s looking for across genres. Her clients include Melissa Gor-
zelanczyk (Arrows, Delacorte/Random House Children’s), Chris Scofield (The Shark Curtain, Black Sheep/Akashic), and Sarah Prager (Queer, 
There And Everywhere/HarperCollins). Carrie is a member of the AAR and SCBWI. She holds a B.A. in English and Creative Writing from Albion 
College. In her spare time, Carrie volunteers as a foster for a local dog rescue, and with deployed military men and women. She is a member of 
the New York Junior League, through which she teaches a weekly third grade art class, and the executive board of the New York City Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Gamma. You can follow Carrie on twitter at @ecarriehowland or visit www.empireliterary.com.

Peter Knapp is a literary agent at Park Literary & Media. Fueled by the thrill of reading a new story for the first time, he works creatively with 
clients and the PLM team on marketing, branding initiatives, and promotions to get great books into the hands of readers. Before joining PLM, 
he was a story editor at a book-scouting agency working with film clients, and he continues to look for new ways to partner with Hollywood on 
adaptations and multimedia properties. His clients include Soman Chainani, Melanie Conklin, Lindsay Cummings, Will Walton, and  
Brenda Drake, among others. You can find him online on Twitter @petejknapp and on his Tumblr www.petejknapp.com, and you can find PLM at 
www.parkliterary.com.
 
Alvina Ling is VP and Editor-in-Chief at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, where she’s worked since 1999. She edits children’s books for 
all ages, from picture books to young adult, and has worked with such authors and illustrators as Peter Brown, Bryan Collier, Ed Young, Grace 
Lin, Wendy Mass, Justina Chen, Chris Colfer, Laini Taylor, Libba Bray, Barry Lyga, Holly Black, Sherman Alexie, and Matthew Quick. She is the 
co-founder and former chair of the CBC Diversity Committee. She is on Twitter as @planetalvina and lives in Brooklyn. 

Wendy Loggia is a Senior Executive Editor at Delacorte Press, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books.  Wendy edits middle grade and 
YA fiction—she’s especially interested in girl-driven, commercial stories, and there’s really no fiction genre she won’t acquire for, although she’s 
not really a “high fantasy” person. Recent titles she has edited include the #1 New York Times bestseller and National Book Award finalist, The 
Sun Is Also A Star by Nicola Yoon; the New York Times bestseller and first in trilogy, And I Darken by Kiersten White, described as Game of Thrones 
set in the Ottoman Empire; and the nail-biting thriller The Third Twin by CJ Omololu. Her 2017 list includes The Whole Thing Together, a beauti-
fully written novel about family, relationships, and secrets by Ann Brashares; Addie Bell’s Shortcut to Growing Up by Jessica Brody that’s a little 
bit Big, a little bit 13 Going on 30,  a middle grade debut from SCBWI member Jeffrey Michael Ruby, Penelope March Is Melting about a girl who 
lives on a melting iceberg, and Once You Know This by Emily Blejwas, a middle grade debut about a girl who has big dreams but isn’t sure how 
to make them come true—a manuscript Wendy found in the slush pile. She loves finding new voices, and will be at the SCBWI Carolinas Spring 
Intensive and the SCBWI Missouri Advanced Writers Retreat, both in April, the SCBWI Canada East conference in Montreal in May, and the 
SCBWI NJ annual summer conference in June.  Follow @wendyloggia on Twitter.

Alexandra Penfold is an agent at Upstart Crow Literary and has held various roles in publishing for over thirteen years. Formerly an Editor at 
Paula Wiseman Books/Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, she represents everything from young picture books through YA. Prior 
to becoming an editor, Alexandra was a children’s book publicist. She worked on media campaigns that appeared in USA Today, Newsweek, US 
News and World Report, and NPR’s All Things Considered. She’s the co-author of New York a la Cart: Recipes and Stories from the Big Apple’s Best 
Food Trucks  and the author of several picture books: Eat, Sleep, Poop, illustrated by Jane Massey, We Are Brothers, We Are Friends, illustrated by 
Eda Kaban, the forthcoming Food Truck Fest, illustrated by Mike Dutton, and The Littlest Viking, illustrated by Isabel Roxas. 

Linda Pratt and friend and colleague, Marcia Wernick, established the Wernick & Pratt Agency in 2011. The agency represents authors and 
illustrators of children’s books with a focus on attending to their long-term careers and goals. Our clients range from award-winners and 
bestsellers to new and emerging talents. Among Linda’s clients are Richard Peck, Kathryn Erskine, Aaron Becker, Steve Light, Lita Judge, and 
LeUyen Pham, among others. Linda is a member of SCBWI and AAR, and also served on the Rutgers Council for Children’s Literature which 
plans the annual Rutgers One-on-One Mentoring Conference for five years.

Sara Sargent is an Executive Editor at HarperCollins Children’s Books, where she publishes platform-driven fiction and nonfiction in the picture 
book, middle grade, and young adult categories. Previously she was Editor at Simon Pulse, an imprint of Simon & Schuster. Sara has worked 
with New York Times best-selling author Abbi Glines, New York Times best-selling author Rosamund Hodge, and National Book Award finalist 



Deb Caletti, as well as actress Lily Collins and social media influencers Matthew Espinosa and Arden Rose. Sara received her Master of Science 
in journalism from Northwestern University. You can find her online at www.sarasargent.wordpress.com. Sara lives in Brooklyn.

Brooks Sherman is a literary agent with the Bent Agency. He is a hands-on editorial agent who delights in developing projects with his clients 
before bringing them to the attention of publishers. Brooks seeks projects that balance strong voice with gripping plot lines. (Stories that make 
him laugh earn extra points!) He is looking for middle grade fiction of all genres (particularly fantasy adventure and contemporary), humorous 
projects from author/illustrators, and young adult fiction of all types except paranormal romance. He would especially love to get his hands on 
a creepy and/or funny contemporary young adult project. Follow him @byobrooks on Twitter.

Erica Rand Silverman is Senior Agent at Stimola Literary Studio. She has worked with some of the most exciting new talent and treasured 
mainstays in the industry as well as the estates of our favorite classics. Her client list is full of distinctive writers and illustrators, many of whom 
are also outstanding teachers and performers.   She represents picture books through young adult novels, and is particularly interested in find-
ing new author/illustrator talent.  

Namrata Tripathi is Associate Publisher and Editorial Director of Dial Books for Young Readers (Penguin Random House). Previously, she held 
editorial positions at HarperCollins, Hyperion, and Atheneum. She edits fiction and nonfiction picture books, middle grade, and YA (and the 
occasional extraordinary graphic novel) with a focus on character-based literary fiction, picture books with artistry and true kid-appeal, and 
diverse voices.

Liz Szabla is Associate Publisher of Feiwel and Friends/Macmillan, an imprint she’s worked with since its inception in 2006. She acquires and 
edits picture books through YA, and works with new and established talent. Books she’s edited include the Lunar Chronicles series and the 
standalone novel Heartless, by Marissa Meyer, both #1 New York Times bestsellers; the New York Times best-selling Summoner series by  
Taran Matharu, and the acclaimed novels Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate and Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin. Recent debuts she’s acquired 
include Caleb Roehrig’s Last Seen Leaving, Randi Pink’s Into White, and Jake Burt’s Greeting from Witness Protection!

Krista Vitola is Senior Editor at Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers and specializes in middle grade and young adult fiction. Her inter-
ests range from voice-driven commercial narratives to emotionally layered complex stories that deal with multiculturalism and LGBTQ. She will 
also never turn down a sports novel, and her heart always gravitates toward strong friendship stories, conflicting relationships, and mysteries 
where if someone winds up being hunted down or dying, she considers it a bonus. She is not a fan of high fantasy or science fiction. She has 
worked with New York Times best-selling author Colleen Houck, multi-state award winner Dana Alison Levy, award-winning author Donna 
Gephart, and New York Times best-selling author Alyson Noel. She is currently working on New York Times best-selling author, Tommy Wallach’s 
new epic YA trilogy. She is eager to find more beautifully written, visual middle grade novels and most recently, picture books. 

Tina Wexler is a literary agent at ICM Partners, specializing in middle grade and young adult fiction and nonfiction. Noteworthy titles include 
the forthcoming Orphan Island by Laurel Snyder; four-starred Here We Are: Feminism for the Real World by Kelly Jensen; Michael L. Printz Award 
Winner Bone Gap by Laura Ruby, and National Book Award Longlist Selection The Real Boy by Anne Ursu. She has an MFA in poetry and lives in 
Brooklyn, New York, with her two sons.

Marietta Zacker has worked with books, authors and illustrators throughout her career—studying, creating, editing, marketing, teaching, and 
selling. She supports independent bookselling, believes in libraries, and takes pride in her work as a Latina in the world of publishing. She is 
always on the lookout for visual and narrative stories that reflect the world we live in. She loves books that make readers feel, and shies away 
from those that set out to teach the reader a lesson. Whether she is reading a young adult novel, a middle grade novel, or a picture book,  
Marietta looks for a book in which young readers can identify with the actions and reactions of the characters, not the perspectives of the 
author or illustrator. Diversity in the story must be inherent and authentic, not trendy. She is thrilled to shine the spotlight on soulful, insightful, 
well-crafted, literary, or commercial projects aimed at any age group from young adult to the youngest of readers. www.galltzacker.com;  
Twitter: @agentzacker; Instagram: @galltzacker


