
Monday, August 6 
A Closer Look

A Closer Look is an all-new program that gives Conference attendees a chance to deep dive  
into your WIP (work in progress), refining specific areas of your work in a small group setting under  

the expert guidance of an editor or agent. Writers working in any category, from picture books to YA,  
will be able to benefit from this program. Groups of nine attendees will gather with an agent or editor. 

Each person will have a chance to read a maximum of 500 words of their manuscript, followed by  
a discussion and critique focusing on one of the topics below. This new program combines the  
instructional elements of an intensive with the hands-on opportunity to apply the instruction  

to your work and to have your work reviewed by an expert in the field.

Choose two topics, and you will be assigned one for the morning session and one for the afternoon.  
You will be guaranteed a different session leader (agent or editor) each time. You can use both sessions 

to work on one manuscript or bring a different sample for the second session. 

THE SESSION TOPICS ARE:

OPENINGS: Bring the first 500 words of your manuscript.

ENDINGS: Bring the last 500 words of your manuscript.

DIALOGUE: Bring a dialogue-heavy scene up to 500 words.

VOICE: Bring 500 words that reflect the voice of your story or narrator,

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION: Bring 500 words of a scene that introduces or deepens your protagonist, 
antagonist, or an important recurring character.

SCENE CONSTRUCTION: Bring 500 words of one or two scenes which can be used to examine pacing, 
dramatic effect, and story rhythm.

QUERY LETTER: Bring your query letter.

STORY ARC: Bring your 500-word synopsis for evaluation of plot and pacing.

CRAFTING SENTENCES: Bring a maximum of 500 words from a work in progress in order to focus on 
line editing and working at the sentence level to make your writing strong and dynamic.

THEME/FINDING THE HEART: Bring 500 words that illustrate the emotional or intellectual heart of 
your story and highlight an important theme.

You will need to bring nine copies of each writing sample to the session.  
The critiques will be led by working editors or agents who will provide you will invaluable  

feedback to move your manuscript forward.

This special one-day, post-Conference event is available for an additional fee of $225 to  
SCBWI members who are full-time Conference attendees. Space is limited!


