
9:10am – 10:10am
CORINNA LUYKEN

BALANCING ACT: PRAISE + CRITICISM
 

10:15am – 11:15am
BEN CLANTON

BALANCING ACT: WORK + WORK
How Juggling Multiple Passions and Perspectives  

Can Help Your Art and Career Grow
 

11:30am – 12:30pm
JUANA MARTINEZ-NEAL

BALANCING ACT: LIFE + WORK
Walking the Tightrope of Gutter Cleaning, Deadlines, PT Meetings,  

Promotion, Aging Parents, . . . and Art
 

12:30pm – 2:00pm
LUNCH (On Your Own)

And display of pre-Conference assignments
 

2:00pm – 3:00pm
PANEL: REVIEW OF A SELECTION OF THE PRE-CONFERENCE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

ADRIANA DOMÍNGUEZ, Agent, Full Circle Literary
SARAH HOKANSON, Associate Art Director, Random House Children’s Books

MELISSA MANLOVE, Editor, Chronicle Books
Moderated by LAURENT LINN, Art Director, Simon & Schuster

 
3:15pm – 4:15pm

CHRISTIAN ROBINSON
BALANCING ACT: PLANNING + SPONTANEITY

Space for Spontaneity: Planning Ahead While Creating in the Moment
 

4:30pm – 5pm
PANEL: PARTING WORDS

CORINNA LUYKEN, BEN CLANTON,
JUANA MARTINEZ-NEAL, and CHRISTIAN ROBINSON

Moderated by PETER BROWN

SCBWI 48th Annual Summer Conference
August 9-12, 2019 | Los Angeles, CA

ILLUSTRATORS’ INTENSIVE
BALANCING ACT  

EMBRACE CONTRASTING DEMANDS FOR A  
LONGER, STRONGER CAREER

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2019 | 9:00am – 5:00pm



ILLUSTRATORS’ INTENSIVE PRE-CONFERENCE  
ASSIGNMENT 2019:

FINDING A BALANCE THAT’S “JUST RIGHT”
Classic fairy tales and folk tales often show a character’s struggle to find the right balance in 

their lives; whether between control and free will; loneliness and love; home and adventure; or 
simply between bowls of porridge that are either too hot, too cold, or in-between. The classic 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears illustrates this constant struggle so well.

ASSIGNMENT:  
In one illustration, or a sequence of two to three illustrations, show how your version of  
Goldilocks finds the balance best suited to her in a modern dilemma. Are her options as simple 
as in the original tale or more challenging and complex? Is the middle-ground best for her or 
does she prefer something else? You may portray Goldilocks in any way you like—we want to 
see your interpretation.

Your art should be intended either for a 5- to 7-year-old audience (picture book full-color  
illustrations) or an 8- to 12-year-old audience (middle grade black and white illustrations).

ELIGIBILITY:  
You may only submit an assignment if you are currently registered for the 2019 Summer  
Illustrators’ Intensive.

SEND:
• Please send the file as a JPEG—whether you are creating one illustration or two or three, 

please place them all in one JPEG.

• Send the JPEG as an attachment to sarahbaker@scbwi.org (please do not send links, only 
attachments).

• The title of the file must be structured as follows: first name_last name.jpg

• Do not include titles of the pieces, only this naming convention.

• Do not put your name on the image (only in the file name).

• The subject line of your email must be structured as follows:  
Illustrators Intensive Assignment

 

DUE:  
July 2, 2019 by 5pm Pacific Standard Time

DISCUSSION:  
On the day of the Illustrators’ Intensive, a panel of publishing professionals will review a selec-
tion of submissions from the assignment and discuss the reinterpretation of the character(s), 
the originality of the concept, the clarity of the narrative, the inventiveness of the dilemma, and 
the appropriateness of solutions and medium/style for the intended age group.


